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POINTERS 


A “Fait Accompli’’. It is clear that what we wrote under this 
heading last month is not a whit too strong. Everywhere we 
find a bland official assumption that South India is something of 
which we can do nothing but approve. Diocesan Chronicles and 
papers are being used for propaganda for the new Church of South 
India, with never a word to suggest that there is any opposition 
to the scheme at home or that there is a body of some twenty 
thousand Indian Christians who will have none of the union, but 
are determined to remain faithful members of the Anglican Church 
into which they were baptized. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
will apparently do nothing to assist these faithful Churchmen, 
but is ready enough to encourage those who are prepared to go 
out of the Anglican Communion and join the new body, as is made 
clear by a letter recently published in the Madras Diocesan 
Magazine. In this letter he says that their ‘“‘ place in the Church 
of England is secure at least until Lambeth 1948. My own sure 
belief’, he adds, “‘is that Lambeth 1948 will continue that 

_ security.’’ So the bishops now know what is expected of them. 
_ But will they all be prepared to toe the line ? 

It may be well to point out, lest our readers should be misled 
by this pontifical pronouncement, that neither the Archbishop — 
himself, nor even the large number of bishops assembled at 
Lambeth, has authority to say whose “ place in the Church of 
England is secure,”’ or to bind the Church of England by any 


7 


of their utterances, by however large a majority of votes they may 
be passed. The Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Gregg, preaching before 
the University of Cambridge in 1929, drew attention to this 
important fact. 

“ The Lambeth Conference,”’ he said, “ is not a Church, it is not 
even that administrctive unit, a Diocese. It is a gathering of 
Bishops, acting apart from their Dioceses and Churches, for the 
purpose of consultation upon matters of concern to the Anglican 
Communion ; but it is not either legislative or administrative in 
its functions. And although South Indian Reunion is a matter 
of grave concern to our Communion, yet Bishops are constitu- 
tional officers of the Church with close relations to their Dioceses. 
And those who look to the assembled Bishops to make a pronounce- 
ment on this thorny subject purporting to bind the Anglican 
Communion should ask themselves how compliance with such a 
pronouncement could be secured in the event of a conflict of 
opinion between Diocese and Diocese or between Bishops and their 


people. Advice may be asked for at the Lambeth Conference and _ 


may be.given ; but a constitutional Episcopate may find itself in 
a false position if it mistakes itself for the Church functioning 
through its various Synods. : 

‘“‘ In the last resort the authors of the scheme must take re- 
sponsibility for acting upon the scheme if they are satisfied with 
it: the real trial of the issues involved must be staged not before, 
but after; not at Lambeth, but in the Dioceses of the Anglican 


Communion throughout the world.” 


Relations with the new ‘‘ Church of South India *’ were dis- 
cussed at the Synod of the diocese of Carpentaria, Queensland, 
Australia, at its meeting in July last. After a full discussion the 
following resolution was 

“Whereas it is commonly reported that four dioceses of the 
Province of India, Burma, and Ceylon, namely the dioceses of 
Madras, Dornakal, Tinnevelly and Travancore, have contem- 
plated sundering the unity of the Anglican Communion by joining 
themselves to a body designated as the ‘South India United 
Church ° ; as it is further reported that such union is to take place 
this year at a time before Lambeth Conference has had oppor- 
tunity to pass judgement upon the final form of‘the basis of 

ent, and that the said basis of agreement is not in accor- 
dance with the doctrinal standards of the Book of Common 
Prayer: be it resolved that this synod views such contemplated 
action with abhorrence, and is further of the opinion that the 
bishops of the said South Indian sees are contemplating schism 
and propagating heresy. That this Synod is of the further 
opinion that communion should not be granted to such persons, 
whether bishops, priests, and laity, who may join the aforesaid 
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South Indian United Church until such time as the basis of agree- 


ment shall be in conformity with the Catholic Religion and the 
Book of Common Prayer.”’ 


* ‘* 


A Note on Finance. At the Annual Conference of Diocesan 
Representatives the Treasurer drew attention to the disquieting - 
state of the Council's finances. The appointment of Fr. Howard 
as Travelling Secretary had met with much approval throughout 
the country and his visits had been greatly appreciated ; but 
the appointment involved an additional expenditure of approxi- 
mately {540 a year ({450 for salary and about {90 for expenses). 
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4 We now have to budget for out-goings totaling about £1,205 a 
year. This sum is made up as follows: * Woe 
Secretary's salary ont 250 
Travelling Secretary's salary and expenses 0 bee 540 
Printing and distribution of Faith and Unity _.. 240 
Travelling expenses for members of Council and diocesan 

Representatives... ode 80 
Day of Prayer and other printing .. ioe) pase.’ ane 55 
Postage, stationery, and sundries 


Our total receipts in 1946 were only {814 and this includes 
— subscriptions to Fatth and Unity. Although it seems that our 
income during the current year will be greater than it was last 
year, it will apparently still be some hundreds of pounds less than 
the present annual expenditure. The Council, therefore, appeals 
for additional contributions to its funds in order that the work 
may be maintained. It is hoped to print in Faith and Unity the | 
audited accounts for 1947 in due course. 7 


Donations for the Council's work may be sent to the Treasurer, 


i C.D.C.P., 173 Kew Road, Richmond, Surrey. 
Our Travelling Secretary has the following engagements during 
the next few weeks. 
‘ December ogth. Sevenoaks: Preach, Mass of Reparation. 


14th. Oxford: Preach. 
16th. Burnley: Priests’ Meeting. 
17th. Blackpool: C.U. Meeting, Holy Cross. 


18th. Blackpool: Priests’ Meeting. 
Carnforth : C. U. Meeting. 


21st. Oxford: Preach. 
28th. East Finchley: Preach, All Saints. 
January 4th. London: Preach, St® Stephen’s, Gloucester 
Road, II a.m. 


To arrange meetings or sermons please write to Rev. H. 
Howard, 14 Magdalen Road, Oxford. 
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CONVOCATION CANTERBURY 


The most important matter to report in the sessions of the 
Convocation held in October was the clear and unequivocal con- 
-demnation by the Archbishop of Canterbury of Dr. Barnes's 
book, The Rise of Christianity. It is perhaps worth while to 
point out that such official condemnation would be impossible 


in the new “ Church of South India,’’ which does not “ demand the © 


assent of individuals to every word and phrase in”’ the Creeds. 
It is unfortunate that the Archbishop, who dealt so admirably 
with Dry Barnes’s book, apparently fails to see that it is the same 
threat to the integrity of the faith of the Church that he has to 
deal with in South India. 

One other matter. Action was heieon in the Lower House to 
make it clear that the “ interim policy "’ has in fact “ no official, 
binding canonical authority on members of the Church of Eng- 
land,” and is indeed repudiated by many of them. The gravamen 
was signed by over thirty proctors and, judging by the applause 
which greeted it, had much support in the House: it reads as 
follows : 


The Gravamen of the undersigned showeth. ed 
The Gravamen : 


1. That it has been stated by members of the Upper House that 
full privileges of ministry will be allowed to former Anglican 
bishops and other clergy who have accepted the Scheme of 
Union in South India. 

2. That this statement will cover the admission to full privileges 

of ministry of bishops who have announced their readiness 

to receive Holy Communion from ministers not episcopally 
ordained. 

3. That the description of the interim policy, of which this 
statement forms a part, as that which will govern the official 
relations of the Church of England to the South India Church 


until further order is taken is a cause of grave disquiet on, 


constitutional grounds. 
4. That the policy itself is not accepted by many members of 
_ the Church of England and will endanger its unity. 


The Reformandum : 
_ Therefore, His Grace the President and their lordships of the 
Upper House are hereby requested to make clear :— 
1. That this policy has not received the concurrence of the 
Lower House ; 
2. that it is solely a declaration of proposed administrative 
action on the part of the bishops who adhere to it ; 


3. thatit has no official, binding canonical authority on members 
.of the — of England. | 
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OUR ANNUAL 


The fifth Annual Conference of the Representatives of the 
Council was held in Oxford on September roth and 11th, under the 
chairmanship of the Rev. Fr. O’Brien, S.S.J.E., Chairman of the 
Council. Forty-eight priests from twenty-nine dioceses in England 
and one in Scotland were present. ; 

Opening the conference, the Chairman expressed our regret 
at the absence of the Bishop of Long Island, who had intended 
to be present but was prevented by engagements which had been 
made for him on the continent from which he could not get back. 


THE SITUATION IN INDIA 


Fr. Williams, S.S.J.E., Father Provincial of the Society in 
India, was the first speaker. He described the situation in India 


. as being dark, but with a gleam of light. On September 27th 


four Anglican bishops would publicly declare their ‘ whole- 
hearted assent ’’ to the Basis of Union, with all the errors that it 
contained. If the union proved a success, it would undoubtedly 
be followed by. others of the same kind, beginning, probably, 


with one in North India. 
The gleam of light in an otherwise dark prospect was the re- 


markable movement among Indian Christians, dissociating them- 
selves from the union. This movement should be given the 
fullest possible support. It was a clear issue between liberty of 
conscience and coercion. Even if the movement had come too 
late to prevent inauguration, the fact of a “‘ continuing Church ” 
of orthodox Anglicans in South. India would be a permanent and 
effective witness against the betrayal of Catholic faith and order. 
In the discussion which followed it was evident that the 
members of the conference were in full sympathy with the 
orthodox Christians, and felt that it was a grave injustice that 
they should be deprived of the support of the S.P.G. on account 
of their fidelity. to Anglican principles. But it was thought that 
the Society would support them, if a way could be feted. 


ACTIVITIES OF THE COUNCIL 


The Treasurer, presenting the accounts for 1946, said that the 
present financial position was the most difficult they had yet had 
to face. Their commitments had greatly increased and had out- 
strepes their present income. He appealed for more financial 


upport for the work. 
The Secretary spoke of the various matters which had occupied 


the Council during the year. He also said that the Day of Prayer 
did not appear to have been so widely observed in 1946 as in the 
previous year, but he hoped for better things this year. The 
circulation of Faith and Unity ought to be much larger than it 
was. It was increasing slowly as it became more widely known, 
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_ but he appealed for more sppor for the paper both from clergy 
and laity. Concluding he said that letters fhe had received during 
the last few days maneted that some people thought that as the 
Church of South India was now to be inaugurated, we should 
settle down and make the best of it. He urged that that attitude 
was wholly mistaken. Acquiescence in a fatt accompli was the 
very last thing to which we should agree. We must never 
acquiesce in what we believe to be wrong : we must fight it to the 
end. That was the policy of the Council, and they looked to their 
Representatives to gain for it all the support they could. 

The Travelling Secretary said that since he began his work for 
the Council just after Easter he had travelled more than eight 
thousand miles, had had preaching engagements for every Sunday 
but one and had addressed meetings of all sorts and kinds. He 
expressed his gratitude for the kindness and hospitality which he 
had everywhere received, and urged representatives to arrange 
tours for him in theif areas. 


RELATIONS WITH THE NEw Bopy 


Fr. Ivan Young spoke of the relations of the Church of England 
with the new “ Church of South India’. Recalling the warnings 
of Prof. C. H. Turner, as far back as 1920, with regard to the 
scheme of union in South India, and of Bishop Gore and other 
eminent theologians in 1929, he said that all those early fears 
and misgivings had been fully justified. Things had been allowed 
to drift and had gone from bad to worse. All attempts on our 

rt to procure modifications of the scheme had been ignored, 
and the whole thing had fallen into official hands, and policy 
rather than religion was directing the course. The latest develop- 
ments with regard to South India pointed to astute management 
and even the suppression of any opposition on the spot : a recent 


article in the Church Times had made astounding reading and dis- 


closed a shocking state of affairs. 

Coming to the question of what we were to do about it, Fr. 
Young said that immediate action of some kind was necessary. 
We need not yet think in terms of secession nor plan some non- 

juring movement, but he was convinced that we must attack. 

he Archbishop had said that we would not be in communion 
with the Church of South India, but his proposed administrative 
action, apparently accepted by all the English diocesans, virtually 
gave it to them. It was an extraordinary thing, this making a 
schism as a means of achieving union ! 


SECOND DAY OF THE CONFERENCE 
The second day of the Conference opened with an early Mass 
for Communion, followed later by Solemn Mass of the Holy Spirit 
beautifully sung by the Community’s choir in the Community 
Chapel. It was a most inspiring service. After this there was 
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some opportunity for members of the Conference to meet and - 
discuss matters informally before the beginning of the last session. 


DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 


It was decided to send a message of sympathy and enco 
ment to the orthodox Anglicans in South India in their struggle 
against being forced into heresy and schism. 

After some discussion of its precise terms the Conference 
approved the issue of a card to be signed by those parish priests 
who were willing to do so and displayed on their church notice- 
boards, defining their relationship to the-new ‘‘ Church of South 


_ India.” The terms of the notice were finally agreed upon in the 


form printed last month on page 159 of this paper. 


SUGGESTION FOR A CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION s 


The Chairman recalled that at our conference two years ago 
Canon Brierley had stressed the need of an association which 
would embrace all Catholics and would have authority to speak 
and act for all in an emergency, and of the need of a simple 
statement of the fundamentals of the Catholic position. For 
some~time the Church Union had been considering these two 
matters. An attempt to bring about the amalgamation of the 
Catholic Societies had failed, but two things had emerged. The 
first was a simple statement of Catholic principles, prepared by 
the Church Union for its own members in the following terms : 


THE CHURCHMAN’S CHARTER 
Ten Principles of the Church of England 


1. The Church of England is the historic Catholic Church of the 
country. 

2. The Catholic Church was founded by God ; it is the Body of 
which Christ is the Head, and the instrument of the Holy 

3. The Apostles were chosen by Christ to be the central organ of 
the Church's authority and power. 

4. The Bishops are the successors of the Apostles, and they 
alone have authority and power to ordain Ministers of the 
Word and Sacraments. 

Holy Order is the Sacrament by which the threefold Ministry 

__ Of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons is perpetuated. 

6. Baptism and Confirmation are the means by which men are 
born again, made members of the Church, and given the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

7. The Sacrament of Penance was instituted by God for the 
forgiveness of sins Committed after Baptism. 

8. The Sacrifice of the Altar is the central act of Christian 


worship. 
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9. Holy Communion is the Sacrament in which Christ is really 
present in his Body and Blood. 

10. Lhe Sacrament of Holy Matrimony is the means of grace for 
the life-long union coated between husband and wife by 
marriage. 

In its witness to these principles the Church must be free to 
order its own life and worship without interference from the State. 


THE CATHOLIC CO-OPERATIVE COUNCIL 


.Secondly, the Chairman continued, there had emerged tlie 
Catholic Co-operative Council. Four Societies, the C.U., the 
- C.B.S., the F.C.P. and the G.A.S. had agreed to the formation of 
this Council under the chairmanship of the President of the 
Church Union. Its purpose and authority were, in brief, to take 
counsel about the welfare of the Catholic Movement, to advise 
the Societies or others who might consult it, and to take action 
when necessary for the furtherance of the Catholic religion. This 
Council was already in existence, At present it covered only the - 
four Societies named, but he hoped others would be added to it. 
But just before this proposal was passed by the C.U. Council he 
had suggested the formation of a Catholic Association which 
would embrace all Catholic societies and would have a small 
executive with authority to speak and act for the Association 
within the scope of the Churchman’s Charter. Secieties would not 
lose their independent existence by joining the Association, but 4 
would simply unite on the basis of the Charter and would be free 
to pursue their own aims beyond its ten points. 
In the discussion both the Churchman’s Charter and the 
Chairman’s proposal for united action were warmly welcomed. 


ANGLO-CATHOLIC CONGRESS, 1948 
Various other suggestions for action were made, and in con- 
clusion Fr.»Riley spoke of the arrangements which were being 
made for holding an Anglo-Catholic Congress, beginning on July 
5th, 1948. The organization was going ahead and an intro- 


ductory leaflet would be Senses very soon, and a fuller state- 
ment, with forms of enrolment, would be ready towards the end 


of the year. He appealed for strong support for the Congress 
from Catholics all over the country. 
A. G. BLoop. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
_ Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 


Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 


the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 


Printed at The Church Army Press, Cowley, Oxford. 
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